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Coal in the EU energy mix 

- Coal accounts for about 20% of total electricity 
production in the EU. 

- Employment for 230,000 people in mines and power 
plants across 31 regions and 11 EU countries.

- In decline over the past decade, differences across the 
EU:

Ø In 2021, the EU production of hard coal was 57 
million tonnes, 79 % less than the 277 million 
tonnes of 1990. 

Ø From 2018 to 2021, the EU reduced consumption 
of both hard coal and brown coal by a fourth. 



Policy framework since inception

• Enabling action under the Clean Energy for all 
Europeans Package (2017);

• Coal regions in transition initiative since 2017 
• Just Transition chapter under the EU Green 

Deal (2019)

Fast evolving narrative on ‘just transition’ 
in the EU (and the world)

• Increased climate ambition (EU and national 
level) with higher awareness of ‘just transition’ 
issues

• EU approach widened to include carbon-
intensive’ regions

• Council recommendation on fair transition to 
climate neutrality (June 2022) 

EU Policy context – Just Transition
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Support programmes and initiatives

• Coal regions in transition – since 2017 

• Just transition mechanism – since 2020 (Coal and carbon-intensive regions)
Composed of three funding streams that mobilise up to around €60 billion over the period 2021-2027: 

Ø Just Transition Fund: €19.2 billion, generating at least €25.4 billion investments

Ø InvestEU Just Transition Scheme: mobilising €10-15 billion in investments

Ø EIB public sector loan facility: €10 billion in loans, backed by €1.5 billion of the EU budget, mobilising up 
to €18.5 billion of investments

Coal and carbon-intensive regions in the EU eligible, obligatory development of a Territorial Just Transition 
Plan. 

Complemented by a Just Transition Platform together with the Coal Regions in Transition Initiative

• Other funding programmes eg LIFE, Horizon2020/Horizon Europe



• Scope includes coal, peat and oil shale

• Geographical scope 

Coal regions (31) in 11 EU countries 
Peat regions in Ireland and Finland 
Oil shale region of Estonia 

• Purpose of the initiative 

Share knowledge and experience between EU 
regions facing similar issues – on decarbonisation 
and economic diversification; 

Bring stakeholders with various backgrounds at the 
discussion table (all levels of government, companies, 
NGOs, social partners, academia, etc.);

Emulate debate on clean energy transition through 
just transition angle.

The initiative for coal regions in transition 



1. Meetings and exchange forums

Next meeting: 24-26 October in 
Brussels

2. Knowledge products
Studies, webinars, toolkits, latest on 
technology options for coal regions and on 
upcoming on managing different sources 
of (EU) funding

3. Technical assistance

For 7 regions: Asturias (Spain), Midlands 
(Ireland), Megalopoli (Greece) Śląskie, 
Małopolska (Poland), Karlovy Vary 
(Czechia) and Jiu Valley (Romania)
Next Call in October 2022

The initiative for coal regions in transition
Workstreams



4. ExchangeEU programme  

- peer-to-peer encounters with the goal to 
establish long-term connections that can 
accelerate the clean energy transition across 
different regions in the EU.

- First call late 2021 – implementation 
ongoing 

- Second call to be launched in October 2022

The initiative for coal regions in transition
Workstreams – continued  



• EU exchange programme to encourage direct, in-person cooperation between coal regions 
across the EU. First exchanges from May 2022

• Boosted Technical Assistance component, with dedicated facility to support the development 
of projects on clean energy and energy efficiency;

• Increased international outreach and exchange 

• Sister-initiative for coal regions in the Western Balkans and Ukraine, launched in 2020

The initiative for coal regions in transition
Recent activities



Thank you

Contact: Veronique Marx  DG ENER B1, European Commission
Veronique.marx@ec.europa.eu

EU Initiative for coal regions in transition 
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/EU-coal-regions/coal-regions-transition_en

Initiative for coal regions in transition in the Western Balkans and Ukraine
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/coal-regions-in-the-western-balkans-and-

ukraine/initiative-coal-regions-transition-western-balkans-and-ukraine_en

Link to register for 24-26.10: 
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/news/2022/09/16-09-2022-registrations-

open-for-just-transition-platform-conference-on-24-26-october

#CoalRegionsEU #CoalRegionsWBUA

Twitter: @Energy4Europe

DG Energy’s YouTube channels

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/EU-coal-regions/coal-regions-transition_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/coal-regions-in-the-western-balkans-and-ukraine/initiative-coal-regions-transition-western-balkans-and-ukraine_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/news/2022/09/16-09-2022-registrations-open-for-just-transition-platform-conference-on-24-26-october
https://twitter.com/Energy4Europe/status/1278326999195492352
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC54-wrXsb11XOdqWcSi2_XQ/videos

