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INTRODUCTION 

The ENER Head of Unit Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety opened the meeting and 
welcomed the Group of Experts (GoE). 

The Secretariat provided the Group of Experts with administrative information and informed 
about apologies received.  

1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

The draft Agenda was adopted without amendments. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE WEBEX MEETING HELD ON 1-2 JUNE 2021 

The Summary Report of the meeting held online on 1 – 2 June 2021 was approved without 
amendments and is published on the Europa website1. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE EXTRAORDINARY WEBEX MEETING HELD ON 28 JUNE 2021 

The Summary Report of the extraordinary meeting held online on 28 June 2021 was approved 
without amendments and is published on the Europa website1. 

4.  INFORMATION BY THE COMMISSION 

 Presentation by DG ENER 

A representative from DG ENER presented updates of the ENER activities in the areas of 
nuclear safety and radiation protection, SAMIRA, taxonomy and fusion. He also highlighted 

                                                 
1 The approved Summary Reports of the June 2021 meetings can be found under Group of experts (europa.eu)  

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/nuclear-energy/radiation-protection/scientific-seminars-and-publications/group-experts_en
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the important items in the group’s meeting agenda including the discussion on the recently 
initiated review of the International System of Radiological Protection by ICRP and its potential 
impact on future BSS, as well as the topical session on fusion reactors.  

On Taxonomy, the Commission is currently discussing the next steps, taking into consideration 
the reviews/opinions of the Article 31 Group of Experts and of the Scientific Committee on 
Health, Environmental and Emerging Risks (SCHEER) as well as other stakeholder input, in view 
of a complementary Taxonomy Climate Delegated Act covering activities not yet covered in 
the first EU Taxonomy Climate Delegated Act2 in line with the requirements of the Taxonomy 
Regulation.  

Information on ongoing and planned studies in the relevant activity areas will be distributed 
to the Group of Experts after the meeting. 

The Article 31 Group of Experts took note of the developments. 

 Presentation by DG JRC 

A representative from DG JRC presented updates on their activities as regards Taxonomy, 
medical applications, cooperation with UNSCEAR, and the JRC plans for a new nuclear 
strategy. 

On Taxonomy, the representative thanked the Article 31 Group of Experts for their review and 
Opinion (adopted in the last meeting of the group in June 2021) on the JRC’s report Technical 
assessment of nuclear energy with respect to “do no significant harm” criteria of Regulation 
(EU) 2020/852 (“Taxonomy regulation”).   

The JRC is preparing a new nuclear strategy to streamline and focus its activities to the main 
challenges in the research and development areas where JRC can bring an added value. Once 
approved by the Board of Governors, a presentation of the new strategy would be provided 
to the experts in a future meeting. 

In the area of medical applications, the JRC is contributing actively to the SAMIRA action plan 
(e.g. targeted alpha radiotherapy, best practices on metrology, updating standards for 
radionuclide calibrators in nuclear medicine) and the Europe Beating Cancer Plan (e.g. by 
launching a new knowledge centre on cancer).  

In the area of environmental monitoring, JRC supports the EUropean Radiological Data 
Exchange Platform (EURDEP) among other activities. 

Finally, the JRC holds international collaborations in relevant areas, such as with IAEA and 
UNSCEAR. 

In the discussion that followed, one expert asked whether the JRC’s new nuclear strategy 
would cover also Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), which the representative confirmed. On an 
expert’s question regarding the practical functioning of the knowledge centre on cancer, the 
representative proposed to share the relevant link3 and to consider a presentation on the 
topic to the group in one of the future meetings.  

                                                 
2 The text of the EU Taxonomy Climate Delegated Act can be found here: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=PI_COM:C(2021)2800  

3 https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/cancer_en  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=PI_COM:C(2021)2800
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=PI_COM:C(2021)2800
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/cancer_en
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 Presentation by DG SANTE 

A representative from DG SANTE presented updates on the recently reviewed and published 
Fukushima Implementing Regulation on food and feed imports4 , as well as on the latest Post-
Chernobyl Implementing Regulation5.  

The representative presented the criteria guiding the 2021 review of the Fukushima 
Regulation and explained the amendments compared to the previous version. The changes 
concern the number of prefectures-products combinations and the list of products subject to 
restrictions, limiting measures for mushrooms to wild mushrooms, in line with the provisions 
of Post-Chernobyl regulation, and for bracken to wild bracken. The next review of the 
regulation is foreseen by 30 June 2023. In the meantime, the Commission is following the 
planned release operation of contaminated treated water to the Pacific Ocean by the 
Japanese authorities, which might have an impact on the next review of the Regulation. 

As regards the Post-Chernobyl Regulation, the next review is foreseen at the latest by 31 
March 2030. A detailed analysis of the current levels of contamination in the affected 
countries may allow for an adjustment of the measures on a country-by-country basis already 
at an earlier stage. In addition, issues identified during the implementation of the Regulation 
may require further amendments. Moreover, the representative informed the GoE that one 
Member State has requested to update the Commission Recommendation 
2003/274/Euratom of 14 April 2003, on the protection and information of the public with 
regard to exposure resulting from the continued radioactive caesium contamination of certain 
wild food products as a consequence of the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power station, 
to the new legal context (no changes in substance).  

The Article 31 Group of Experts took note of the developments. 

 Presentation by DG RTD  

A representative from DG RTD presented updates on the Euratom research and training 
programme 2021-2025. The focus is on non-power applications of ionising radiation (medical, 
industrial, space, radiation protection), on education and training (enhancing mobility of 
nuclear researchers via Postdoctoral Fellowships of the Marie Skłodowska Curie actions) and 
on synergies with health cluster of Horizon Europe (a clearer legal base has been provided).  
The representative also informed the experts on the outcome of the 1st High-level European 
Nuclear Industry Roundtable which took place on 12 May 20216. The 2nd High-level European 
Nuclear Industry Roundtable (date tbc) will aim to discuss policy actions in support of the 
applications of artificial intelligence (AI) in the nuclear sector, focusing on SMRs and medical 
applications. Finally, the representative informed the Group of Experts on the SOFT Prizes for 

                                                 
4 Commission Implementing (EU) Regulation No 2021/1533, of 17 September 2021, imposing special conditions 

governing the import of feed and food originating in or consigned from Japan following the accident at the 
Fukushima nuclear power station and repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/6 

5 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1158, of 5 August 2020, on the conditions governing imports 
of food and feed originating in third countries following the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power station 

6 Brochure summarizing the speakers interventions is available via this link: 

https://op.europa.eu/cs/publication-detail/-/publication/134d72e0-1055-11ec-9151-01aa75ed71a1  

https://op.europa.eu/cs/publication-detail/-/publication/134d72e0-1055-11ec-9151-01aa75ed71a1
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fission and fusion as well as on relevant events for the European Nuclear Research and 
Innovation R&I community. 

The Article 31 Group of Experts took note of the developments. The Chair commented the 
importance of the fusion topic which, according to the presentation, is allocated almost half 
of the Euratom research budget. The representative confirmed and complemented that the 
tritium research and considerations as regards licencing of future fusion power plants are also 
included in this context.  

5. REVIEW AND PRIORITISATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING PARTIES (WPS) AND RELATED PROJECTS  

5.1 Natural Radiation Sources 

The Chair of the Working Party on Natural Radiation Sources (WP NAT) reported on progress 
made since the last Group of Experts' meeting. The Working Party convened two meetings on 
15 June and on 14-15 October 2021, during which the members discussed the Work 
programme, elected their Chair and Vice-Chair, and selected the observer organisations to be 
invited to WP NAT. They also worked further on the draft report on “Building materials”, 
initiated by the WP NAT during its previous term, which aims to support implementation of 
the respective BSS requirements while addressing links with the construction products 
regulation (Regulation (EU) No 305/2011) and with a relevant initiative of CEN CENELEC. The 
Article 31 Group of Experts discussed progress made and an expert proposed to address, apart 
from radon, also thoron exhalation from building materials. The latter may have important 
contributions to exposure due to the radiological impact of thoron progeny. The WP NAT 
welcomed this proposal as well as the useful reference to the thoron initiatives in the 
Netherlands7. The Chair of the Article 31 Group of Experts thanked the members of the WP 
NAT for their hard work. 

5.2 Medical Exposures 

a. Progress report of the Working Party on medical exposures (WP MED) 

The Chair of the Working Party on medical exposures reported on progress made with the 
work programme since the last Group of Experts' meeting. The WP MED met on 19-20 October 
2021 to discuss the SAMIRA governance, receive updates on DG ENER studies on the SAMIRA 
Action plan and on recent Commission activities supporting the action plan, received updates 
on projects by other DGs (EU4 Health and EURATOM Work Programme), receive presentations 
of observers’ activities, and discuss future work with a view to prioritise activities in the work 
programme. The Chair presented the outcomes of these discussions and summarised the 
aims, status, next steps of and involvement of the WP MED in the above SAMIRA purporting 
activities, namely the QuADRANT Study on Clinical Audit, the Study on CT Justification, and 
the planned studies on implementation of BSS requirements for patient dose monitoring and 
on therapeutic use of radionuclides. 

Finally, the Chair of WP MED gave an outlook on the way forward. The Chair noted that further 
discussions are required to refine and develop the work programme, taking also into account 

                                                 
7 After the meeting, a Dutch expert shared information on the two national surveys (2013-2015 and 2016-2017) 
on both radon and thoron (decay products) for workplaces and buildings with public access in the Netherlands 
and follow up. Full reports (in Dutch) are available in the following links: 
https://rivm.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10029/578970/2015-0087.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y 
https://rivm.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10029/622159/2018-0027.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/rivm.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10029/578970/2015-0087.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y__;!!DOxrgLBm!SwPDdlU7yu5KL5RRgD_L3CqWv2s6cCBZOo4PE4t8g5w6bTDDXsoBNidAR0jk-1-R9Miu3Ns$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/rivm.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10029/622159/2018-0027.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y__;!!DOxrgLBm!SwPDdlU7yu5KL5RRgD_L3CqWv2s6cCBZOo4PE4t8g5w6bTDDXsoBNidAR0jk-1-R_dseMNc$
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the views of the Article 31 Group of Experts, and reiterated the key role of WP MED in 
supporting implementation activities in view of the next BSS revision, as well as the 
importance of working with other groups in order to avoid duplication of efforts. In the 
discussion that followed, it was agreed that in case WP MED would identify any additional BSS 
implementation issues falling outside their scope (such as occupational exposure in medicine 
and non-medical exposures), they would bring those issues to the Article 31 GoE plenary for 
discussing the way forward.  

b. SAMIRA Action Plan 

DG ENER provided updates on the implementation of the Action Plan under the Strategic 
Agenda for Medical Ionising Radiation Applications (SAMIRA), following earlier presentation 
of its main elements in the meeting of the Article 31 Group of Experts on 1-2 June 2021.  The 
Action Plan, which was adopted on 5 February 2021, defines EU actions in three priority areas: 
i) supply of medical radioisotopes, ii) quality and safety in medical ionising radiation 
applications, and iii) innovation and technological development of respective applications.  

Under the pillar of security of supply of medical radioisotopes, the report of the study on "Co-
ordinated Approach to the Development and Supply of Radionuclides in the EU", is now 
available online8. The report will provide key input to the European Radioisotopes Valley 
Initiative (ERVI) Stakeholder Group, the first meeting of which is planned early 2022. DG ENER 
also informed on the planned actions under ESA’s mandate (such as Review of the MoU on 
the exchange of HEU, working group on HALEU production, Revision of the Observatory's 
mandate and structure) and on Euratom/Horizon Europe ongoing research projects (such as 
LEU-FOREvER, EU-QUALIFY, TOURR, PRISMAP).  

Under the pillar of quality and safety, DG ENER collected nominations from Member States’ 
health and radiation protection authorities and will soon launch the new Steering Group on 
Quality and Safety (SGQS). The aim of the SGQS is to (i) provide advice on the direction and 
content of the SAMIRA work in this area, (ii) draw conclusions from relevant activities and 
projects, (iii) support the implementation of project results in Member States, and (iv) liaise 
with stakeholders including patient, professional, research and industry groups. Their work 
will be complementary to the work of the WP MED and therefore a mapping of tasks is 
currently in progress to avoid overlaps and to ensure effective collaboration. The first SGQS 
meeting – aiming to discuss the group’s mandate, work programme and working methods – 
will be held online on 25 November 2021.  

In addition to the DG ENER projects presented under agenda point 5.2(a), the Group of Experts 
received updates on several relevant projects supported under the EU4Health programme9 
and the Euratom research programme. 

The Article 31 Group of Experts took note of the developments within the SAMIRA Action Plan. 

5.3 EU Scientific Seminars 

a. Progress report of the Research Implications on Health and Safety Standards (WP 
RIHSS) 

                                                 
8 The report can be found in the webpage Medical uses of radiation | Energy (europa.eu)  

9 https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en  

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/nuclear-energy/medical-uses-radiation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/eu4health_en
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The Chair of the Working Party on Health and Safety Standards reported on the work since 
the last regular meeting of the Group of Experts.  

The WP RIHSS met on 7 June and on 25 October 2021. During these meetings the working 
party finalised the draft proceedings of the EU Scientific Seminar December 2020 on 
“Radiosensitivity” of children – Health issues after radiation exposure at young age – RP 196 
which had been approved for publication by the Article 31 Group of Experts during their 
meeting on 1-2 June (the document is currently in the process of publication)10, and finalised 
the programme of and preparations for the EU Scientific Seminar 2021 on 
Advances/Innovations in individual dosimetry. 

The Chair of the WP RIHSS also informed the experts on the future work programme of 
UNSCEAR’s ad hoc working group on effects and mechanisms of which she is member. 

The Article 31 Group of Experts took note of the developments. 

b. Follow up on the EU Scientific Seminar 2021 

The Chair of the Working Party invited the rapporteur of the seminar to present the main 
issues of and preliminary conclusions from the EU Scientific Seminar 2021 on 
Advances/Innovation in individual dosimetry took place in the afternoon of 9 November 
202111. Internationally renowned scientists presented: 

 New dosimetry techniques – an overview (Including eye-lens dosimetry) 

 Aircrew and space crew dosimetry  

 Dosimetry in pulsed fields and mixed fields (including radiation protection of personnel 
in proton therapy facilities)  

 Computational dosimetry and use of AI  

The presentations were followed by a round table discussion, during which invited experts 
addressed also the impacts to dosimetry of the recent ICRU/ICRP report on the new 
operational quantities in radiation protection, and together with the speakers, the invited 
additional experts and the group of experts, discussed potential policy implications and 
research needs. 

The experts agreed that the current system for individual dosimetry is well established and 
working. However, evolving technologies, future radiation applications, and complex radiation 
exposure situations call for further research and innovative ideas. The seminar also addressed 
policy implications related to the ICRU/ICRP recommendations for a change in operational 
quantities in radiation protection.  While the new quantities provide a more realistic approach 
to radiation protection, their implementation should be a longer-term process related to the 
ongoing review of the ICRP recommendations. 

In the discussion that followed, the Group of Experts continued the discussion on policy 
implications. One expert asked the Commission regarding the follow up as regards the 
ICRP/ICRU report. The Commission clarified that it is following the developments within ICRP 
as regards the ongoing review of the International system of radiological protection and 
expects that this review will also be considering the new ICRU recommendations. On the 
discussion among experts as regards the areas where the impact of new quantities will be 

                                                 
10 The published document can be found under  Radiation protection series publications (europa.eu) 

11 The programme and presentations of the EU Scientific Seminar 2021 can be found under Seminars (europa.eu)  

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/nuclear-energy/radiation-protection/scientific-seminars-and-publications/radiation-protection-series-publications_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/nuclear-energy/radiation-protection/scientific-seminars-and-publications/seminars_en
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significant, an expert who is member in EURADOS confirmed that the results of EURADOS’s 
study on the topic would be available in few months. 

 

c. Topics for upcoming EU Scientific Seminars 

At the last meeting, the WP RIHSS had proposed a list of potential topics for future scientific 
seminars and pre-selected the following topics for the scientific seminar of 2022: 

 Safety and radiological protection considerations of nuclear fusion reactors 

 Activities involving naturally occurring radioactive material (NORM) – Radiation 
protection issues in operation, discharges of effluent releases, management of NORM 
residues, and management of legacy sites 

The Article 31 Group of Experts discussed the proposed topics and agreed to hold the EU 
Scientific Seminar 2022 on Safety and radiological protection considerations of nuclear fusion 
reactors. The WP RIHSS will prepare the programme of this seminar. 

The experts agreed that the topic on NORM would be included in the list of additional topics 
proposed for the future scientific seminars after 2022. 

6. TOPICAL SESSION: FUSION REACTORS   

A representative from DG ENER unit D4 presented activities towards the development of a 
regulatory framework for the siting, design, construction, commissioning, operation, and 
decommissioning of future fusion facilities in which tritium will be used.  

In this context,  the representative informed the experts on a series of three technical 
meetings within IAEA (in 2019, 2020 and 2021), which focused on reviewing existing guidance 
and the main principles for safety and radiation protection, progress in the safety and 
radiation protection issues relevant to experimental fusion facilities, international approaches 
to fusion regulation, methodology for deriving the source term for fusion facilities, 
applicability of safety principles and requirements for nuclear facilities on fusion facilities, and 
needs for development of fusion specific requirements and IAEA safety standards/guidance. 
The last IAEA meeting resulted in a large consensus that the framework for fission power 
reactor is not suited for fusion reactors while the framework for radiation facilities is 
applicable to fusion although it should be complemented to address safety (e.g. confinement) 
and specificities of fusion.  

The representative informed the experts also on the ongoing ENER study which aims to review 
international approaches to fusion regulation and existing safety requirements and to pave 
the way for a targeted and proportionate framework for fusion. The study is expected to finish 
by the end of 2021. A workshop to present and review the study’s findings in the draft final 
report will be organized by the end of the year.  

The representatives from DG ENER unit D3, responsible for Radiation Protection and Nuclear 
Safety, underlined that the BSS Directive applies to fusion facilities and that the Nuclear Safety 
Directive provides currently the regulatory framework for nuclear facilities. He recalled the 
efforts of the WP RIHSS to invite a relevant presentation on the French experience with safety 
assessment of ITER in a future meeting, and noted the need to hold a more profound 
discussion, on the specificities of application of the regulatory framework to fusion facilities, 
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in the near future. In this context, the Commission would welcome the advice of the Article 
31 Group of Experts.  

The Article 31 Group of Experts took note of the developments and agreed that a discussion 
to clarify the applicability of Euratom legislative framework and specificities of nuclear fusion 
reactors in relation to radiation protection and safety is useful at EU level. One expert noted 
that this discussion could be wider to cover also other fusion technologies than the more 
advanced magnetic confinement technology (TOKAMAK) currently discussed. 

7. TOPICAL SESSION: REVIEW OF ICRP RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPACT OF FUTURE BSS 

a. Presentation on Keeping the ICRP recommendations fit for purpose 

The ICRP Chair presented the recently launched review of the ICRP’s general 
recommendations, which forms the basis for the international system of radiological 
protection, aimed to be concluded in 2028. The ICRP Chair summarized the developments 
since ICRP publication 103 and described the identified building blocks of this review and the 
steps of the process. The ICRP aims at an open process, which should be based on deep 
engagement of a broad variety of stakeholders world-wide stakeholders. As a first step, ICRP 
members have published an open access paper on Keeping the ICRP recommendations fit for 
purpose12, which aims to stimulate discussions on areas of the system which might benefit 
from review, and to initiate collaborative efforts. To further support these reflections, the ICRP 
has published a review paper on Areas of Research to Support the System of Radiological 
Protection13, which aims to complement the research priorities promoted by other relevant 
international organisations, with the specificity of placing them in the perspective of the 
evolution of the System of Radiological Protection. The third step was the organisation of a 
digital workshop on The Future of RP with live sessions (9-20 October 2021) and on demand 
presentations (14 October-3 November)14 with 1500 registered participants from 97 
countries. The workshop report will be published on the ICRP website. The 6th International 
Symposium of the System of Radiological Protection, planned to take place on 7-10 November 
2022, will also be another important step in the review of the system. 

The Article 31 Group of Experts expressed their high appreciation for the presentation. Their 
questions and comments touched upon low doses, the Linear No-Threshold (LNT) model as 
basis for the system of Radiological Protection, the liaison with UNSCEAR’s approach, and 
potential implications of the changes on regulatory regimes. 

b. Discussion of the Article 31 Group of Experts on the review of the ICRP 
recommendations 

The Commission (DG ENER) thanked the ICRP Chair for accepting the invitation to present the 
ICRP review process to the Article 31 Group of Experts at this early stage, and presented the 
Commission’s role in establishing the EU basic Safety Standards, and its involvement in the 
ICRP review. The Commission has had a long standing collaboration with ICRP and supported 

                                                 
12 The article C. Clement et al. 2021 J. Radiol. Prot. Keeping the ICRP recommendations fit for purpose,  can be 

downloaded via https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1361-6498/ac1611  

13 The article D. Laurier et al. 2021 Radiat. and Envir. Bioph. Areas of Research to Support the System of 
Radiological Protection https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00411-021-00947-1  

14 The presentations of the digital workshop are available in https://www.icrp.org/page.asp?id=510  

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1361-6498/ac1611
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00411-021-00947-1
https://www.icrp.org/page.asp?id=510
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activities of ICRP, such as supporting public access to ICRP dose coefficients. The Commission 
has been invited to join the ICRP Committee 4 and will be following the task group discussions.  
The Commission counts on the Article 31 Group of Experts as its advisory body for collecting 
input regarding the areas where the radiation protection system could be improved. At the 
same time the Commission will inform the Article 31 group on the evolution of the discussions 
within ICRP Committee 4.  

In the discussion, which followed, the ICRP Chair expressed ICRP’s appreciation of the 
Commission as a key liaison organisation and of its support. The experts agreed to invite ICRP 
on a regular basis to present the outcomes under the specific building blocks of their review 
process and to provide input to the process to the Commission in their role as an advisory 
group on a future BSS. 

8. WORK PROGRAMME OF THE ARTICLE 31 GROUP OF EXPERTS “ROAD MAP”  

The work programme for the 2020-2025 term was adopted at the first meeting of the current 
mandate of the Article 31 Group of Experts in November 2020 (version 18 January 2021).  At 
the June 2021 meeting, the experts agreed to review the work programme in November 2021.  

The Chair of the Article 31 Group of Experts presented the latest version of the Article 31 work 
programme (version 12 October 2021), which includes some updates proposed by the 
Commission since the adopted version. 

The Article 31 Group of Experts discussed the updated rolling work programme and received 
clarifications from the Commission on proposed updates.  Under the food and feed area, one 
expert drew the attention on the ongoing work of IAEA as regards the non-emergency part of 
radioactivity in food and feed suggesting that the group receives more information on this 
work in the future. The Commission confirmed that it follows relevant discussions at IAEA and 
would arrange for an information session if this would deemed relevant to the group’s work.  
Under the area of drinking water, one expert raised the issue of bottled water and the possible 
need for future consideration by the group. The experts agreed to monitor the issue and see 
in future discussions should specific issues emerge as regards the systematic relationship 
between the general EU Drinking Water Directive and the Euratom Drinking Water Directive. 
Another expert suggested the additional issue of promoting academic teaching in radiation 
protection also in relation to the growing complexity of the relevant legislative systems. The 
experts agreed that this is an identified issue to be addressed in the later discussions under 
the revision of the radiation protection system.  

The Article 31 Group of Experts adopted the updated rolling work programme with some 
amendments in the timelines and agreed that for the work programme areas under which no 
activities are currently ongoing/planned (namely drinking water, transport of radioactive 
sources and radioactive waste management) the Commission would propose a general 
formulation for expected deliverables. The work programme will be updated and reviewed on 
a regular basis. 

9. EMERGING ISSUES IN MEMBER STATES WITH POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS ON A EUROPEAN LEVEL 

Screening program for lung cancer using low dose CT in the Czech Republic 

An expert from Czech Republic presented the 5 years screening program for lung cancer using 
low dose Computed Tomography (CT) which is planned to start in the country in January 2022. 
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Based on statistical data and experience of pulmonary physicians – the CT screening aims to 
allow an early detection of lung cancer and decrease of mortality (current detection rate for 
I-II stages 15-20 %, estimated for screening up to 70 %). The screening programme will be 
tailored to address individuals with a confirmed high risk of developing lung cancer based on 
defined eligibility criteria (strong smokers). It shall be performed at accredited radiation 
facilities/hospitals using a standard procedure for CT examination to ensure low dose. The 
experts expressed their appreciation for and interest in the presentation. Their questions and 
comments concerned what is considered low dose (of the order of 1-1.5 mSv per CT scan), the 
follow up scheme (up to physician to justify), on application of Diagnostic Reference Levels 
(DRLs), the different national lung cancer screening policies in EU, the participation 
mechanisms (based on information/verification of eligibility by the practitioner), the 
communication with the persons who will participate, guidelines for technically qualified scan 
readers, as well as the impact of the extra workload entailed on the care of other patients in 
the currently strained health system (no introduction of new CT scanners is planned). An 
expert from Croatia informed that a similar screening programme is ongoing in their country 
and offered to present the results in one of the next plenary meetings once first data are 
analysed. An expert from France reported that the French authorities issued an argument 
stating that the quality, necessity and safety criteria are not met for such a screening of heavy 
smokers in France.  

The Chair of the Article 31 Group Experts thanked the expert for the very interesting 
presentation and for sharing their experience with the group, and further encouraged the 
experts to propose other emerging issues in their Member States for future meetings of the 
group. 

10.  OTHER BUSINESS  

No other business was raised.  

11. PROVISIONAL DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS (ALREADY IN THE NEW MANDATE) 

The mid-year meeting of the Group of Experts is scheduled for 17 May 2022.  

The end-year meeting of the Group of Experts is provisionally scheduled for 29 – 30 November 
2022. The meeting is currently scheduled to take place as hybrid meeting in meeting in Room 
E, European Convention Center Luxembourg, 1, rue du Fort Thüngen, L-1499 Luxembourg 
(Kirchberg). 

The format of the next meetings is subject to change depending on the evolution of the Covid-
19 pandemic. 


