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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR ENERGY

Directorate C - Renewables, Research and Innovation, Energy Efficiency
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Head of Unit



Brussels, 

ENER.C3/LD/ba (2013) 3265337
Ms Marianna Jakab
Energy Attaché
Permanent representation of Hungary
92-98 Rue de Trèves
1040-Brussels

Dear Madame,

I am writing further to the letter (KüM/15143/2013/Adm) of Dr. Várhelyi Olivér, Ambassador Deputy Permanent Representative of Hungary, dated 13 August 2013, submitting additional information on the equivalence of measures under Article 14(4) of Directive 2010/31/EU
 on the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD‑recast).
Although the enclosed report is already informative, after analysing the report the Commission services consider that additional information are necessary for the following reasons.

1. Hypothetical regular inspections of heating system

The Hungarian authorities have taken the requirements of Government Decree 264/2008 as reference to estimate that 335 GWh/a energy savings could arise from a regular inspection scheme.
Government Decree 264/2008 refers to "heat generating equipment" and the Commission considers that it is unclear whether the considered scope and the related potential energy savings include "all the accessible parts of the system used for heating buildings" as required by the EPBD-recast, Article 14(1). Some improvements (e.g. insulation of distribution ducts passing through unheated spaces, replacement thermostatic valves fail, improvement or installation of terminal control, etc.) have limited costs that can be quickly paid-back and conversion rates to action can be higher than those coming from advice to replace or retrofit of boilers.
The Commission therefore requests the Hungarian authorities to update their calculation considering the full scope of the parts of the system to be inspected and subjected to improvement advice.

2. Alternative measures

The saving potential for the alternative scheme has been estimated to 370 GWh/a.
The demonstration of the equivalence should be done for the 3 years period starting on the beginning of the application date of a hypothetical regular inspection scheme under the EPBD-recast (i.e. January 2013).
As the following measures ended before the assessment period they cannot be considered for the demonstration of equivalence:
(1)
'Heating modernisation' ended on 7 September 2012;

(2)
'GIS – solar collector' ended on 15 May 2012;

(3)
'GIS – Our home' ended on 17 August 2011; and,
(4)
'GIS – Energy performance' ended on 30 October 2010.
The other measures considered in the alternative scheme have also started before the assessment period whereas only the energy savings achieved during the assessment period (2013-2015) should be considered for the equivalence.
One of these measures, the Central European Cooperation Programme, partly consists in working out and introducing new building energy requirements. As this is part would have the effect of applying a mandatory requirement laid down by the EPBD-recast, this could not be considered as an alternative measure and the corresponding savings should not be accounted.
The Commission therefore requests the Hungarian authorities to update the estimate of the energy saving potential targeted through the alternative measures, taking into consideration the above mentioned comments.

We would appreciate to receive your response by 2 December 2013 at the latest.

Yours faithfully,
Paul Hodson
� JO, L.153 18/06/2010.
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