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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR ENERGY

Directorate C - Renewables, Research and Innovation, Energy Efficiency

C.3 - Energy efficiency



Brussels, 

ENER/PH/ld/hr (2012) 
Ms Ulla-Riitta Soveri
Counsellor
Permanent Representation
Rue de Trèves 100
BE-1040 Brussels
Dear Ms Soveri,

I am writing further to your letter dated on 5 September 2012 enclosing a letter from the Finnish Ministry of environment.
In this document, following the provisions laid down by Articles 14 and 15 of the Directive 2010/31/EU
 on the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD‑recast), you confirmed that Finland has chosen the alternative regime for heating systems and AC systems.
This document gives a description of the alternative measures that would be taken to ensure the provision of advice to users on the replacement or on other modifications to the systems. It makes reference to studies made on behalf of the Ministry of Environment.
Nevertheless, this document does not demonstrate that the overall impact of the 'alternative measures' is equivalent to the overall impact of a 'regular inspections' scheme.

Among others, the document makes reference to the report that Finland has sent on 21 December 2010 under Article 8 (b) of the Directive 2002/91/EC
 on the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD). Even if the 'alternative measures' under Article 8 (b) of EPBD can be used as 'alternative measures' under Article 14 (4) of EPBD‑recast, requirements on regular inspections have changed from EPBD to EPBD‑recast. Therefore, measures equivalent to Article 8 (a) of EPBD are not necessarily equivalent to Articles 14 (1) to 14 (3) of EPBD‑recast. An update of this assessment is the required.
Articles 14 (4) and 15 (5) of the EPBD-recast lay down that 'After receiving the national report from a Member State about the application of the option as described in paragraph 4, the Commission may request further specific information regarding the requirements and equivalence of the measures set out in that paragraph'. In this case, the Commission requires the following information in order to assess the equivalence of the proposed alternative measure with respectively Articles 14 (1) to 14 (3) and Articles 15 (1) to 15 (3).

1. Heating systems (Article 14 EPBD-recast)

(1) Presentation of a hypothetical regular inspections scheme, complying with Article 14 (1) to 14 (3) and taking into account the new features of the EPBD‑recast.

(2) Presentation of the reliable methodology and of data used to assess the overall impact (at least in units of energy) of both scenarios ('hypothetical regular inspections' and 'alternative measures'). Each piece of data should be supported by appropriate reference(s) and a sensitivity analysis of each assumption should be undertaken in order to make sure that the equivalence is a reliable result.

(3) Results of the assessment of both scenarios for heating systems, showing that the overall impact of the 'alternative measures' is at least the same as the overall impact of the 'hypothetical regular inspection scheme'.

2. Air-conditioning systems (Article 15 EPBD-recast)

(4) Presentation of a hypothetical regular inspections scheme, complying with Article 15 (1) to 15 (3) and taking into account the new features of the EPBD‑recast.
(5) Presentation of the reliable methodology and of data used to assess the overall impact (at least in units of energy) of both scenarios ('hypothetical regular inspections' and 'alternative measures'). Each piece of data should be supported by appropriate reference(s) and a sensitivity analysis of each assumption should be undertaken in order to make sure that the equivalence is a reliable result.

(6) Results of the assessment of both scenarios for air conditioning systems, showing that the overall impact of the 'alternative measures' is at least the same as the overall impact of the 'hypothetical regular inspection scheme'.

If this information is included in any study made on behalf of the Ministry of Environment feel free to send us the relevant study as part of your answer.

Looking forward to reading you,

Yours faithfully,
Paul Hodson
� JO, L.153 18/06/2010.


� JO, L.1 04/01/2002.





European Commission, BE-1049 Bruxelles, BELGIUM – Tel. +32 2299.11.11

Office: DM24 04/004 – Tel. direct line +32 229-9.12.58 – Fax +32 229-7.95.19
2

