
Memorandum of Understanding on a new, extended scope of the High Level 

Group on Interconnections for South-West Europe 

Sides: 

The European Commission 

he Minister for Energy Transition of the French Republic 

he Minister of Ecological Transition and the Demographic Challenge of 

pain 

he Deputy Permanent Representative of Portugal to the European Union 
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T

HAVING REGARD TO: 

The 2015 Madrid Declaration signed by the President of France, the Prime Minister of Spain, 
the Prime Minister of Portugal and the President of the European Commission, where "the 
governments [ of France, Portugal and Spain] agree on the setting up of a new regional High 
Level Group for South-West Europe on interconnections that will be put in place by the 
European Commission"; 

The 2018 Lisbon Declaration signed by the President of France, the Prime Minister of Spain, 
the Prime Minister of Portugal and the President of the European Commission, where the 
three countries "welcomed the work of the High Level Group on Interconnections for South­
West Europe" and agreed to "pursue close coordination, involving all the relevant players, 
aimed at monitoring interconnection projects, assessing the related financing requirements, 
and overseeing their progress so as to set up a new road map for their implementation"; 

The European Commission Communication "The European Green Deal" of 11 December 
2019; 

The European Commission Communication "An EU Strategy to harness the potential of 
offshore renewable energy for a climate neutral future" of 19 November 2020, subsequently 
recalled in the revised TEN-E Regulation; 

The European "Fit for 55" legislative package; 

Regulation (EU) 2022/869 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2022 on 
"guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure, amend1i1lg Regulations (EC) No 
715/2009, (EU) 2019/942 and (EU) 2019/943 and .. Directives 2009/73/EC and (EU) 
2019/944, and repealing Regulation (EU) No 347/2013", entered into force on 23 June 2022 
("the revised TEN-E Regulation" thereafter); 

The European Council conclusions of 25 March 2022 and of 31 May 2022 calling for 
completing and improving the interconnection of European gas and electricity networks by 
investing in and completing infrastructure for existing and new projects; 














