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Platform 3 on Energy Security

Questionnaire on the Work Programme mid-term review
The Work Programmes of all four multilateral Platforms cover the period 2014 - 2017 and foresee a mid-term review. This questionnaire will kick off the mid-term review of the Work Programme 2014-2017 of Platform 3 on energy security. The revision will be further discussed on the occasion of the upcoming Platform meeting on 11 December.

The main objective is to update the Work Programme (with possible new initiatives, projects or priorities) and, based on lessons learned, on the overall set-up of the Platform and its activities. You will find therefore general questions on the procedures and structure of the works, on issues related to visibility as well as questions regarding work on the concrete thematic areas. 
The questionnaire addresses Eastern partner countries and EU Member States as well as Civil Society Forum representatives, with some questions more specifically aimed at one group or another.
Please send us only one (consolidated) reply per partner country, EU Member State and any other organisation participating in the Platform, via e-mail, to the platform coordinator, Ms Marion Schiller-Probst (marion.schiller-probst@ec.europa.eu) by 30 November 2015.
Based on your replies to the questionnaire, the Platform chair will animate a first discussion during the next Platform meeting. Following this, we will share a draft revised Work Programme that we aim at adopting via silence procedure during the first quarter of 2016.  
1. General questions: 
1) Could you give examples where the works of Platform 3 contributed to your work and to the overall multilateral track of the Eastern Partnership? 
2) How useful did you find the works of Platform 3 in linking with the bilateral activities of the specific partner country? How could Platform 3 better complement the bilateral tracks? Please provide examples.
3) In which way were you able to put the knowledge and lessons learned from Platform 3 into practice in your respective country? Please give examples.

4) How useful do you see the reporting of activities performed under the regional projects (INOGATE, IEA, Covenant of Mayors and others) in the platform meetings?

5) Is the work under Platform 3 coherent and complementary with other energy initiatives in the region (such as the Energy Community, the Baku Initiative, the Black Sea Synergy, INOGATE, E5P)? Could you suggest ways to improve this complementarity? 
6) How can more differentiation be best reflected in the reviewed Work Programme and the overall set-up of Platform 3 activities?
7) Which amendments would you recommend in terms of structure of the Work Programme?

8) How do you assess the working methods of Platform 3? Replies can be related to the frequency and duration of the meetings, the level of participation, the set-up and structure of the agenda, logistics, the degree of technicalities discussed and any other issue of interest to you. What changes/amendments would you recommend?
9) Would you see an added value in creating a subordinated structure/layer, for instance formal thematic panels?
10) Would you see added value in inviting in an ad-hoc manner other 3rd countries to the platform discussions?

2. Ownership and visibility:

11) In general terms, how could the ownership be increased within the EU Member States and within the partner countries?
12) To which extent does the work of Platform 3 facilitate the exchange among partner countries? How could this be further strengthened?

13) Would you have any suggestions how discussions between partner countries and with EU Member States within the framework of Platform 3 could be further instigated? 
14) As EU Member State, what concretely could you add to the works of the Platform (e.g. experience and expertise sharing in a specific area of common interest, hosting meetings, conferences, training sessions, workshops, study visits, etc.)?

15) In your view, do the Platform meetings attract the appropriate type of participants?

16) How do you assess the usefulness up to now of the Platform's Informal Networking Group which was created beginning of 2015? 
17) Is information on the activities of Platform 3 publically available in your country? Do you disseminate information actively and if yes, by which means?

18) How could the visibility of activities related to Platform 3 be increased in both regions?

3. Specific questions related to the future work in the thematic areas:
 
19) To which extent do the thematic areas covered by the current Work Programme correspond to your countries' interests and/or expertise?

20) How do you assess the balance and the coverage of the different thematic areas in the Platform meetings and workshops throughout the last two years? 
Activity 1: Approximation of the regulatory framework
21) The annual workshop of Eastern Partnership energy regulatory bodies, organised in close cooperation with the Council of European Energy Regulators, contributes substantially to this activity. Please give examples on how its activities contributed to your work.
22) Do the structure of the workshop meetings and the level of the issues discussed meet your expectations?

23) To which extent are the field trips organised with the workshop meetings of interest to you? Should they be maintained? Do you have specific recommendations in that context? 

24) How could the call for more differentiation best be addressed in the multilateral track when it comes to regulatory issues of common interest?

25) How could synergies between the Platform's activities and the future regional cooperation "post-INOGATE" from May 2016 onwards best be ensured? 

Activity 2: Development of electricity, gas and oil interconnections
26) To which extent is Platform 3 an appropriate instrument to discuss interconnection projects of common interest within the Eastern partners and with the EU?

27) Security of supply is a top priority of the European Energy Union and it is of increasing importance to many Eastern partner countries. What could the Platform 3 do in order to further increase synergies between the aspirations of the EU and the partner countries?
28) How could the Platform contribute in modernising the energy supply chain in partner countries?

29) What could be the role of Platform 3 in addressing the development and/or improvement of emergency response mechanisms?

Activity 3: Energy efficiency and renewable energy
30) For your respective country, which concrete areas related to energy efficiency and renewable energy should Platform 3 address in the future (for instance: development of secondary legislation, technical rules for grid integration, information exchange on innovation and technology, others)?
31) In the area of energy efficiency (EE) which of the following sub-sectors is of priority interest to your country? Alignment between EE targets and EE potential, transmission losses, district heating, efficiency in the building sector, transport, tariff incentives and pricing, ecodesign and ecolabelling legislation, involvement of local governments, demand side management, others…
32) How could the synergies between the Platform activities and the Eastern Partnership Energy Flagship Initiative be reinforced (INOGATE, Covenant of Mayors, Eastern Europe Energy Efficiency and Environmental Partnership (E5P) and the Energy Efficiency Facilities under the Neighbourhood Investment Facility)? 
33) Would you see added value if Platform 3 and the thematic panel on environment and climate change of Platform 2 would exchange information on their respective activities from time to time? Could you imagine further going cooperation?
Activity 4: Establishment and strengthening of a regulatory framework in nuclear safety
34) According to you, what is the added value of Platforms' activities under this sector? 
35) Would you be interested in specific events of more technical nature related to this subject?

36) Would you agree to exchange information on the implementation of national action plans in the framework of the Platform 3?
37) Apart from informing Eastern partners on the latest developments and legal initiatives in the EU in the area of nuclear safety and radioactive waste management, what else would you be interested in?
Activity 5: Conventional and unconventional oil and gas resources
38) Please list the following sub-areas by order of priority/interest for your country: legislative and regulatory aspects, safety and environmental standards for exploration and production, access to exploration, innovative technologies, others…
39) According to you, is the platform the appropriate level for discussions related to the issues listed? 
Thank you very much for your participation. 
� For your reference, please find in the Annex a table recapitulating the thematic sessions covered during the last 2 years. You may also refer to the Platform's web-site were all relevant meeting documents can be found: � HYPERLINK "https://ec.europa.eu/energy/node/2710" �https://ec.europa.eu/energy/node/2710�





