EIGHTH MEETING OF THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP

PLATFORM 3 “Energy Security”

Press release
The eighth meeting of the Eastern Partnership Platform on Energy Security took place on 29 November 2012 in Brussels with the participation of representatives of the EU Member States, partner countries, the European External Action Service and Commission services.  Members of the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of Regions also attended, together with representatives of the European Parliament, the Eastern Partnership's Civil Society Forum, International Financial Institutions and various key stakeholders. 
The Platform's meeting focused on energy efficiency as a key element of the work programme of the Platform on Energy Security and a priority of the EU's energy policy.   
The Platform's meeting started with a presentation from a representative of the International Energy Agency of their in-depth review of Ukraine recently released by the Agency. The presentation was followed by a question and answer session.
To update partner countries on the latest developments in EU energy efficiency policy and legislation, the Commission presented the new Energy Efficiency Directive. Following the Commission's presentation, the EU's energy efficiency policy and legislation were discussed in a round table with questions and interventions from partner countries.
Representatives from Armenia, Moldova and Ukraine presented the state of implementation of energy efficiency legislation in their respective countries. The presentations were followed by a round table discussion with interventions from partner countries and other participants. Positive appreciation was expressed on the progresses presented by the three Partners Countries in their regulatory frameworks, policies and financing tools. The priority now would be to proceed with full and rapid implementation of the policies and initiatives presented at the meeting.

Finally a Commission representative presented the Flagship Initiative on Regional Energy Markets and Sustainable Energy, with a thorough review of the different areas of cooperation and the various initiatives implemented within the flagship. 

The next meeting of the platform is scheduled before summer 2013.  
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