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Germany‘s double challenge
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Nuclear exit by 2022 Coal exit by 2038 (?)



| |

State of play: GER EU‘s „champion“ in 
electricity prices 
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Source: SWD Energy Costs and Prices Report, European Commission, 2019. 
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Coal phase-out will lead to an increase in 
electricity prices
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Impact of planned coal power plants 
closures on wholesale electricity prices

2023: + 2–8 Euros/MWh
2030: + 4–14 Euros/MWh

(even higher for energy-intensive industries)

Additional costs per year

2023: 1–4 billion Euros
2030: 2–7 billion Euros 
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Priority 1: avoid further increases of electricity 
prices for all companies 

 Compensation mechanisms for electricity consumers
> 2 billion euros per year for all consumers (from 2023)
> Indirect cost compensation in line with EU ETS directive
 Market design
> Foster integration of RE into the energy market, unlock potential for more self-
consumption
> Strengthen Energy Only Market as the central pillar of market design
> No new capacity mechanisms via the backdoor 
 Cost-efficient compensation for power plant owners 
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Priority 2: adjust phase-out plan regularly

 Checkpoints in 2023, 2026 and 2029 with 
evaluation of key indicators and 
milestones: electricity prices, security of 
supply, regional development, 
compensation mechanisms, …
 If assumptions change significantly or 

milestones are missed, coal phase-out 
plan needs to be adjusted accordingly 
 Adjustment mechanism should be firmly 

anchored in the law

08.04.2019Germany‘s coal exit: what businesses need 6



| |

Many thanks for your attention
Julian Schorpp

+ 32 2 286 1635
schorpp.julian@dihk.de 
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Reserve
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