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Introduction 

This report to the Commission from the 2BS voluntary scheme covers each of the points set out in the new 

paragraph 6 of Article 18 of the Directive (EU) 2015/113 amending the Directive 2009/28/EC. 

 

 

As at the 31st of December 2019, the 2BS voluntary scheme had 593 certificates in 18 countries and 6 active 

recognised certification bodies [CB], one of which has its head office abroad (RINA).  

 

 

 “Intertek Control” for internal strategic positioning abandoned the certification RED under 2BS. Most of 

its clients have been transferred to another certification body, “Certis”  

 

 

Baltic Control has, so far, not done any 2BS audits. In the absence of qualification of new auditors in 2020, 

this CB will be removed from the 2BS internet site. 

 

 

The number of certified entities at the end of 2019 remains stable compared to the previous year.  

 

 

 

 

 

The worldwide 2BS certificates distribution is as follows 

 

 

a. per region: 

 
 

 

 

 

b. per country: 
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c. per scope of activity 

 

 
 

 

 

 
d. per certification body  

 

 
 

 

 

 

e. in terms of tonnage of certified feedstock 
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f. in terms of tonnage of certified biofuels 

 

 
 

g. in terms of type of certified feedstocks per “First gathering entities and “collection points” 
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This report is based on the best information available covering the following eleven subjects 

listed from (a) to (k)  

 

 

(a) The independence, modality and frequency of audits. Details about these topics are in 

the scheme documentation at the time the scheme concerned was approved by the 

Commission and also about industry best practice. 

 
 

Independence, modality and frequency of audits 

 

 

Independence 

The audits are carried out by independent certification bodies. They are all accredited by EA Members and 

MLA signatories, namely, COFRAC (France) and ACCREDIA (Italy).  

 

2BS recognized certification bodies are identified on the 2BS internet site. The contract terms between 2BS 

and the recognized certification bodies are anchored to the procedures of 2BS, namely the requirements for 

the certification process, 2BS-PRO-021, where the procedures for the endorsement of certification bodies, 

training and approval of auditors and experts can be found. 

 

The above set of requirements ensure that the management of the certification process is carried out in a 

competent, consistent and impartial manner. 

 

 

 

Modality and frequency of audits 

 

 

 

In addition to the rules, 2BS has further reinforced the prospective alert 

scheduling signs by structuring the information available in real-time for 

the certification body to manage audit scheduling. 

 

 

 

 

 

For instance, scrolling down in the “Follow up audit” cell, the historic 

audit tracking gives the certification body prospective scheduling 

information. Action can then be taken before the certificate is 

automatically suspended if audit schedules are not compliant.    

 

 

 

 
 

1 https://www.2bsvs.org/documents/public_restreint/2BS-PRO-02%20Procedure%20for%20the%20Verification%20Process%20v3.13%20(en). 

https://www.2bsvs.org/documents/public_restreint/2BS-PRO-02%20Procedure%20for%20the%20Verification%20Process%20v3.13%20(en).
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2BS Scheme documentation 

 

In 2019 the 2BS-PRO-02 procedure, was updated  

 

o to simplify the wording to make the document easier to understand by users.  
 

o to complete and update  

- section 1.1.2, Role of the certification body  

- section 1.1.3, Control of certification bodies, namely the introduction of benchmark audits   

- section 1.4, Non-conformities  

- section 1.6, Certificate of Conformity  

- section 1.9, Suspension or termination of a certificate  

- section 2.8, Collection points (wastes and residues)  

- section 4, Procedures for the training and approval of auditors 

 

2BS scheme documentation2 is available on the 2BS internet site. 

 

 

Mutual recognition with other voluntary schemes 

 

Voluntary schemes with mutual recognition established: 

 

- Feedstock, materials and biofuels (wastes & residues): ISCC, RSB & REDcert, 

- Feedstock exclusively: RTRS, SSAP, Austrian Agriculture Certification scheme 

 

The mutual recognition with ISCC and RSB was extended for wastes & residues in 2019, in January and 

August respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) The availability of, and experience and transparency in the application of, methods 

for identifying and dealing with non-compliance, with particular regard to dealing with 

situations or allegations of serious wrongdoing on the part of members of the scheme. 

 
No allegations of serious wrongdoing on the part of members of the scheme have come to the knowledge 

of 2BS. 

 

Under the regular monitoring activities, 

 

1. From member states, on the 21st of June 2019 a UK sustainability representative visited the 

Bazancourt plant, a 2BS certified entity (2BS010001) to assess the conditions and the conformity 

of the production of bio-ethanol from starches and slurry with reference to the practical 

implementation of the RTFO requirements, in particular communications no 1, from 24.01.18 and 

no 3 from 26/02/18. Assessment results were that the plant process was in conformity. 

 

2. From 2BS, (11) eleven benchmark audits were carried out in 2019, mainly focused on the wastes 

and residues supply chain, collection points and production of biofuels. See section (j). 

 
2 https://www.2bsvs.org/scheme-requirements-and-documents.html 

https://www.2bsvs.org/scheme-requirements-and-documents.html
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(c)   transparency, particularly concerning the accessibility of the scheme, the availability of 

translations in the applicable languages of the countries and regions from which raw 

materials originate, the accessibility of a list of certified operators and relevant certificates, 

and the accessibility of auditor reports 

 
List of certified operators and relevant certificates 
 

The list of valid and withdrawn certificates is available on https://www.2bsvs.org/certificats-valides.html.  

 

The board meeting of 12th December 2019 instructed the certification bodies to publish the 2BS certificates 

of last interfaces, in addition, to the remaining certified entities. 

The certification information which was published includes appendices I (list of the sites in the scope of 

the certificate) and II (input materials, outgoing products and type of GHG calculations) 

 

Upon receiving an authorised request, the 2BS Association supplies the audit files (audit plan, checklists, 

and audit reports) 

 

 

Applicable languages 

 

Standards, procedures, guidelines, online audit tests and auditor training supporting documentation are 

available in English and French. The 2BS team can handle oral and written discussions in Spanish and 

Portuguese. 

 

 

 

 

 (d) stakeholder involvement, particularly regarding the consultation of indigenous and 

local communities before decision making during the drafting and reviewing of the scheme 

as well as during audits and the response to their contributions. 

 
No contextual need was identified in 2019 to consult indigenous and local communities, regarding the scope 

of the 2BS Voluntary scheme concerning the geographic certification of feedstock (type and origin), 

materials (type and origin) and products (biofuels & bio-liquids).  

 

(e)  the overall robustness of the scheme, particularly in light of rules on the accreditation, 

qualification and independence of auditors and relevant scheme bodies. 
 

Certification bodies – Auditor online testing 

 

According to procedure 2BS-PRO-02, section 4, course materials and on-line tests are updated every year 

based on: 

 

o the clarifications of, or changes to, the requirements of the Renewable Energy Directive, 

published in the current year by the European Commission. 

 o the lack of harmonisation of auditors' interpretations identified during desk-studies and integrity 

audits, concerning the requirements of 2BS auditing standards and certification procedures,  

 

o the difficulties of interpretation brought to the attention of the 2BS Association by the 

Certification Bodies by email or during the harmonisation meetings (2 meetings a year)  

 

https://www.2bsvs.org/certificats-valides.html
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The following tables gives an overview of the auditors by certification body who took the online test (one 

per audit standard) in 2019 and the first quarter of 2020: 

 

2019 

 
 

2020 (first quarter) 

 
 

According to the on-line test results, certification bodies are fully responsible for scheduling customized 

training for those auditors with test marks below 70%. This practice is verified during the integrity audits. 

 

The number of qualified auditors for the 2BS audit segment size is sufficient to respond to the market 

demand.  

 

As stated in the introduction section, Baltic Control will be removed from the 2BS internet site in the 

absence of auditor qualification training in 2020 with at least two auditors. 

 

 

Certification bodies – Foundation courses 

 

Three foundation qualification courses have been carried out in  

 

o USA (Plantation) – March 2019 (5 delegates, 4 succeeded) 

o Argentina (Buenos Aires) - January 2020 (6 delegates, 5 succeeded) 

o Spain (Madrid) – January 2020 (3 delegates, 3 succeeded) 

 

 

2BS Governance activity 

 

Seven (7) Steering Committee meetings, two (2) Board Meetings, one (1) Ordinary General Meeting and 

two (2) Harmonisation meetings with certification bodies were held in 2019. 
 

The 2BS Ethical committee participated in the board meetings of the 16th of April and the 12th of December 

2019. The 2BS Board made no specific referral to the Ethical Committee in 2019. 
 

The extension of the scope of 2BS (EU) to “chemicals & bio-plastics” and “sustainable food” is under 

discussion at board level.  
 

Meetings with agronomical experts from technical institutes, certification bodies and operators have been 

organised during 2019, to discuss about calculation of actual agricultural GHG factors encompassing eec 

and esca. 
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(f)    Market updates of the scheme, the amount of feedstock and biofuels certified, by country 

of origin and type, the number of participants. 

 
Improvement in the process of gathering and verifying data from certified entities 

 

 

An additional part of the scope of certification(1) going beyond the standards(2), with which certified 

companies must comply, facilitated the monitoring of the quality of the data input by the clients. 

 

 

 
(1) Type of entities certified 

 

 
 

 
(2) 2BS Standards 

 
o 2BS-STD-01 (Collection of raw materials) 

o 2BS-STD-02 (Processing and trade of biofuels 

and raw materials 

 

 

 

This monitoring check demonstrated that from time to time: 

 

 

o auditors have not verified the requirement 

o auditors have not verified the quality of the input data  

o clients have not understood the requirement and have wrongly input the data 

 

 

 

Reminder of the data monitoring & gathering process 

 

o The client enters its reporting data into a dedicated 2BS software system. 

o The system generates the record (the audit evidence) for audit purposes facilitating audit 

verification.   

o Each time a client completes its data gathering process, the system notifies 2BS.  

o The data is automatically split into the dedicated fields of the Excel spreadsheet provided by the 

European Commission 

o This report and the excel spreadsheet are transmitted in the same message to the European 

Commission before the 30 April 2020.  

 

 

2019 consolidated results 

2BS data is supplied in an excel spreadsheet format and separated file. This file is transmitted with this 

report in the same message to the European Commission 
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(g)     The ease and effectiveness of implementing a system that tracks the proof of conformity 

with the sustainability criteria that the scheme gives to its member(s). Such a system is 

intended to serve as a means of preventing fraudulent activity through detection, treatment 

and follow-up of suspected fraud and other irregularities and, where appropriate, recording 

the number of cases of fraud or irregularities detected. 

 
When auditing, certification bodies do not sample audit requirements. Each requirement must be verified. 

 

During the audit process, conformities and non-conformities are identified in the audit checklists. 

 

Whenever non-conformities are identified, auditors must reference the failure to the precise standard 

requirement and supply the relevant audit evidence. 

 

The severity of a non-conformity (critical, major, and minor) is linked to the requirements of the standards. 

Frauds are either critical nonconformities identified during an audit leading to the suspension of a certificate 

or demonstrated factual evidence of non-conformities (after investigation) supplied by third parties for the 

attention of 2BS. 

 

Section 1.4 of the procedure 2BS-PRO-02, version 3 describes the non-conformity treatment process.  

 

 

 

 

(h) Options for entities to be authorised to recognise and monitor certification bodies. 
 

The 2BS secretary general is empowered by the board to manage the recognition process (acquisition and 

loss) as defined in the governance procedure 2BS -PRO-01, section 1.2. 

 

Certification bodies – New recognition 

 

No additional certification body [CB] has been recognised in 2019. 

There have been no changes to the CB recognition procedure - section 1 of procedure 2BS-PRO-02 v3.  

  

 

Certification bodies - Loss of recognition  

 

One certification body, Intertek lost its recognition in the last quarter of 2019. The lack of a 2BS 

management control structure at CB level, together with a progressive reduction in audit resources, have 

been identified. A review report determined the end of the contractual relationship between 2BS and 

Intertek. 

Most of the certified clients have been transferred to Certis, another recognised regional certification body.  

 

 

Certification bodies – Recognition (specific case)  

 

Baltic control is a Danish certification body whose auditing resources have never been used to audit against 

2BS standards. A formal foundation training evaluation would be required for any new 2BS auditor before 

the acceptance of a contract with a new client.  

 

In the absence of a commitment to perform 2BS certification activity in 2020, Baltic Control will lose its 

recognition in 2020. 
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(i) Criteria for the recognition or accreditation of certification bodies. 

 
There are no changes regarding the main procedures that govern the above criteria, i.e., procedures 2BS-

PRO-01 (governance pillar) and 2BS-PRO-02 (certification pillar), available on the 2BS internet site. 

 

 

 

(j)   Rules on how the monitoring of the certification bodies is to be conducted. 

 
Certification bodies – Monitoring process  

 

In accordance with the last revision of the procedure 2BS-PRO-03 v2, “Requirements for the Certification 

Process”, benchmark audits have been deployed in 2019 and focused on economic operators where the risk 

of fraud is important, namely biofuel conversion chains from UCO.  

 

This change has reinforced and diversified the 2BS integrity audit program which now goes further than 

witnessed audits. 
 

An explanatory operating model3 for system users and certification bodies was made available on the 17th 

August 2019. The benchmark audits have started in 2019. 

 
 

Certification bodies – Documentary audits 
 

2019 documentary audits have been focused on two certification bodies: Bureau Veritas (11 files) and 

Qualicert (4 audit files).  

The non-satisfactory assessment results from the documentary audit concerning Bureau Veritas, are the 

reason for the benchmark audits decided at the end of 2019 (October and November) and 2020 (January). 

Qualicert’s assessment results are in line with 2BS requirements. 

 

 

 
Certification bodies – Witnessed audits 
 

Three certification bodies (Ocacia, Certis and RINA) have gone through the witness audit process during 

2019. Ocacia and RINA’s assessments processes have a very satisfactory compliance level. 

 

The final results of the audits of Certis not yet available. 

 

 

 
Certification bodies – Benchmark audits  
 

The first benchmark audits have concentrated on one certification body, Bureau Veritas, and two countries: 

Italy (8 files) and Greece (3 files). The audits were carried out between October 2019 and the 31st of January 

2020.  

 

In accordance with section 1.3.4 of the procedure “Government and Management of the 2BS voluntary 

scheme”, 2BS-PRO-01 and 1.1.4 of the procedure “Requirements for the certification process”, 2BS-PRO-

02 relating to the exclusion of a CB from the panel of certifiers, the 2BS Board notified Bureau Veritas of 

a first notified warning (scale A) for recurrent failures to apply 2BS standards and procedures and to resolve 

previously identified corrective action requests over the previous 12 months.  

 
3 https://www.2bsvs.org/documents/public_restreint/Contre%20audits_Benchmark%20audits.pdf 

https://www.2bsvs.org/documents/public_restreint/Contre%20audits_Benchmark%20audits.pdf
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2BS intends to pursue documentary, witnessed and benchmark audits throughout the rest of 2020 to assess 

the results of the corrective actions that will be taken by Bureau Veritas France. 

 

 

 

Certification bodies – Meetings 
 

Two (2) harmonisation meetings took place with the recognised certification organisations which were 

based in France, on the 3rd of June and on the 2nd of December 2019. The agenda for these meetings was 

specifically drawn up to cover improvements in the certification chain and it incorporated operational 

feedback from 2BS surveillance activity, customers, and certification bodies. 

 

The discussions dealt with the following core elements: 

 

3rd of June 2019 2nd of December 2019 
 

o Summary of 2BS activities in 2018 

 

o Certification procedure (2BS-PRO-02) – Impact 

of the last update (benchmark audits among other 

subjects) 

 

o Evolutions of the 2BS platform (certificates, audit 

scheduling, suspension of certificates) 
 

o Mutual recognition with other VS 

 

o Auditor sector skills  

 

o Updating of the online auditor test 

 

o Other matters 

 

A – Sensitive issues 

- Certificates (data information)  

- Requirements for updating a certificate 

- The review of the audit report & the decision to 

issue or maintain a certificate 

- Issues concerning the publication of certificates 

on the 2BS internet site 

- The audit of the annual declaration made by 

collectors and last interfaces 

- Audit renewal and follow-up scheduling 

 

B - Improvements required by 2BS (to be monitored by 

daily checking and integrity audits) 
 

C- RED II: calendar and transition objectives  

 

D – Other matters 

o 2BS plus (nuevo) 

o Deliveries direct from farmers 

o Actual GHG emissions – agriculture step 
 

 

  

 

 (k)    Possibilities for facilitating or improving the promotion of best practice 

 
Online self-assessment of qualified 2BS auditors 

The annual auditor online evaluation was deployed as in previous years, as indicated in section (e) 

 

 

The Secretary-General 

 
 

29 April 2020, Luis Da Silva E Serra 
……………….. 


