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G E N K : F R O M C O A L MIN IN G V IA  

I N D U S T R Y T O T O D A Y

T H E R O L E O F C U LT U R E & C R E A T IV IT Y
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S T R O N G  

E C O N O M I C  

P O S I T I O N



4 I N D U S T R I A L R E V O L U T I O N S IN 1 0 0 Y E A R S

2 ND INDUS TRIAL  

REVOLUTION

3RD INDUS TRIAL  

REVOLUTION

4 TH INDUS TRIAL  

REVOLUTION

1ST INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION

1901 1917

Coal mines 

Manual labor

1964

Ford Genk 

Automatisation  

Steel

Oil

1990
Introduction of

electronics and IT for 

higher automatization 

of production

just-in-time logistics 

(added value)

present 

C reativity

Renewable energy 

Technologie

CLOSURE MINES CLOSURE FORD

SMART CITY



T R A N S F O R MIN G A C IT Y

- Design thinking

- Cultural thinking

- Social design

- Putting things into motion

IN V E S T ME N T S IN C R E A T IV E  

D E V E L O P M E N T S

H E L P F R O M E U R O P E , B E L G IU M,  

F L A N D E R S , L I M B U R G

H O W ?



N E T W O R K  C I T Y  

C I T Y O F D R I V E R S



G E N K , N E T W O R K C I T Y



G E N K , C I T Y  

O F D R I V E R S



C I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  

R E C O N V E R S I O N O F I N D U S T R I A L S I T E S

1. C-mine

2. Thor Park

3. Labiomista



1. C - MIN E



C - MIN E

F R O M : C O A L MINE

TO : C R O S S R O A D O F C R E AT I V I T Y & E X P E R I E N C E S

4 PILLARS:

Creative economy:

C-mine Crib, creative business zones, events,...

Education:

LUCA School of Arts

Artistic creation & presentation:

Stage halls, exhibitions, room for meetings, ...

Creative - recreative:

Tourism, cinemas, C-mine expedition, terril, cultural 

heritage



- Office space

- Flexible workspace

- Coworking space

- Meeting rooms

C - M I N E C R I B

C - MIN E



2 . T H O R P A R K



F RO M : C O A L MINE

TO : T E C H N O L O G Y & R E N E WA B L E E N E R G Y

T H O R -

P A R K

- Knowledge

- Economy

- Development of talents

- Lab for new insights

- Smart Cities





T H O R -

P A R K

I N C U B A T H O R :

- Incubator for businesses who focus on: 

Smart Energy

Innovation 

Technology

-The ideal operational base for starters, ambitious 

growth companies,and everything in between



T H O R -

P A R K

FUTURE: S M A R T M A N U FA C T U R I N G C A M P U S -

I N D U S T R Y 4 . 0



3 . L A B I O M I S T A



L A B IO -

M I S T A

- Villa OpUnDi

- Lab for biological & cultural diversity

- Touristic visits

- Park area - animals

D I V E R S I T Y & C O S M O P O L I T I S M



T H A N K Y O U !  
Q UES TIO N S ?
Mayor WimDries

www.facebook.com/wimdries1

@wimdries 

www.linkedin.com/wimdries

http://www.facebook.com/wimdries1
http://www.linkedin.com/wimdries

