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2020

Renewable energy 

targets fulfilled 

already 

in 2012

2030

-70% emissions 

reduction compared 

to 1990

2035

End of oil-based 

electricity production

42% of energy from 

renewables

-80% emissions 

reduction compared to 

1990 

2040

End of oil-based 

energy production

2050

CLIMATE 

NEUTRALITY

climate goals
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Ida-Viru
factsheet

+ Population 131 699 (01.01.2022) 10% of

Estonia, rapidly ageing and decreasing

+ Economy of te region depends on oil-shale

sector, 5% of Estonian national GDP, 2,5 %

of Estonain total employment, 13% of Ida-

Viru employment, 20% of region’s labour

taxes, 50% of Estonian GHG total emissions

+ Unemployment rate is 10,9 % (March

2022) Estonian average rate is 7,1%

+ Relative poverty is daily reality for 35 % of

the region’s population (vs. Estonian

average is 21%)

+ Only 17,5 % of the region’s residents speak

Estonian as their mother tongue



Oil shale is a type of sedimentary rock that is rich in kerogen. Kerogen is a part of 

rock that breaks down and releases hydrocarbons when heated. Hydrocarbons are 

substances made entirely of hydrogen and carbon. Petroleum and natural gas are 

probably the most familiar hydrocarbons. The hydrocarbons in oil shale can be used 

as an alternative to petroleum or natural gas.

Oil-shale





The Transition is ongoing
number of the people employed in oil-shale sector 1995-2020



The Transition is ongoing
Population of Ida-Viru county 1990-2022 and prognosis 2030 





E
e

s
ti
 V

a
b

a
ri
ik

Fast relief Long-term economic change

Long term social and environmental change

Support scheme for industrial  investment

Decoupling district heating from oil shale

Labor mobility allowances and re-profiling 
services for oil shale sector employees

Services in support of economic diversification

Support scheme for small enterprises

Support scheme for increasing the knowledge intensity of enterprises

Support for regional initiatives 
amplifying the just transition

Increasing the volume of in-service training, vocational and higher education offering

Investments in JTF-eligible areas by local governments

Development of social and health services 
supporting social change Alleviating environmental and health impacts of oil shale mining and 

processing 

Resulting construction
activity helps relieve
immediate effects of the
transition

The transition in Ida-Viru: Fast relief vs long-term change. Types of actions:



Green Energy 

Transition

Timetable Capacaty

building

Challenges
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Re-use of mining and industrial areas



Thank you !

Aitäh!
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Thank you !

Aitäh!





mailto:secretariat@coalregions.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/eu-coal-regions
https://twitter.com/Energy4Europe/status/1278326999195492352
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC54-wrXsb11XOdqWcSi2_XQ/videos

