
Energy Infrastructure Package

Regulation on guidelines for trans-European energy 
infrastructure

& 
Connecting Europe Facility

Catharina Sikow-Magny, 
HoU Internal Market I: Networks and Regional initiatives
DG Energy
European Commission



EnergyEnergy

Legislative proposals

Adopted – waiting 
for publication
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• Prepare 
TYNDPs for 
gas and 
electricity

• Submit 
projects

• Criteria
• CBA

• Check 
application 
of criteria

• Cross-
border 
relevance

• Evaluate 
projects

• Rank
• Adopt 

regional 
lists

• Adopt 
Union-wide 
list of 
projects of 
common 
interest (no 
ranking)

• Opinion
• Cross-

regional 
consistency

Process
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Criteria as proposed in the Guidelines

General criteria
•Contributes to the 
implementation of the 
infrastructure priorities
•Benefits outweigh costs
•Involves at least two Member 
States:

• Cross-border 
infrastructures

• Infrastructure with 
significant cross-border 
impact

• Specific criteria
• Market integration
• Security of supply

Diversification
Secure system operations

• Sustainability
Integration of RES
GHG avoidance

• Cost-benefit analysis 
(in TYNDP by ENTSOs)

• + urgency, number of MS, 
complementarity and territorial 
cohesion
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Permit granting

• Most preferential treatment in Member 
States

• Streamlining of EA procedures

• Competent Authority to manage 
permit granting process

• 3 and a half years time limit for the 
permit granting decision

• Increased transparency and 
enhanced public participation 

Priority

ONE
STOP
SHOP
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Regulatory framework - measures

• Energy system-wide cost-benefit analysis

• Cross-border cost allocation

• Incentives for investment
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Cost-benefit analysis

ost

enefit

nalysis

Identification of projects of common interest

Grants for works

Communicate benefits of a project

Identification of projects of common interestIdentification of projects of common interest

Grants for works

Regulatory incentives

Identification of projects of common interest

Cross-border cost allocation
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CBA - process



EnergyEnergy

Cross-border cost allocation

Project of common interest

Business as usual Cross-border cost allocation
Locational costs

National regulatory 
approval

Net positive impact

Joint regulatory 
approval

If no agreement: ACER
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Incentives

July 2013

March 2014

Dec 2013
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Financing – Connecting Europe 
Facility 2014-2020
• Eligibility criteria (in guidelines): 

• Grants for studies and financial 
instruments – available to all PCIs

• In exceptional cases, grants for 
works for PCIs where: 

– CBA shows positive externalities
– Commercially not viable
– Cost-allocation decision done

9,1 bn € 5,1 bn €
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Other measures

• Operational coordination
• Monitoring of PCI implementation by regional groups and 

ACER
• PCI transparency platform
• Measures in case of significant delay of a PCI
• Cost benchmarking
• Possibility to withdraw a PCI from the Union-wide list
• European coordinators to facilitate coordination and 

implementation
• Implementation report from the Commission
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Preparatory phase for identification 
of projects of common interest

European Commission, Energy
Internal Market I: Networks and Regional initiatives
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• TYNDP projects – through 
ad hoc working groups

• Non-TYNDP projects 
Request for information 

launched in May 2012

Processes to collect information

15
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/consultations/

• Objectives: 
- Complete the list of potential 

PCIs
- Gather stakeholder views on 

this proposed list
• Dates: July – October 2012
• 142 comments received
• 16 additional projects 

were submitted

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/consultations/20120607_non_tyndp_projects_en.htm
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Preparing for first PCI list in 2013

Submission of project 
proposals through Groups 
(TYNDP) or public request 

for information
422 projects submitted 

(E: 268, G: 144)

(some withdrawn)

Check if within 
scope, fulfils 

general criteria

Ranking 
based on 

CBA, urgency 
etc.

Based on preliminary analysis

E: ~ 100 eligible

G: assessment on-going

~150 projects of common interest

(E: 100, G: 50)
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PCI candidates under assessment per region

Total: 233 Total: 136



EnergyEnergy

Next steps in the preparatory PCI identification

By March/April 2013

By May 2013

By June 2013
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Thank you for your attention



Union-wide 
PCI list

Union-wide 
PCI list

CEF grants:
annual / 

multiannual 
work programme
(all PCIs excl. oil)
Implementing 
Act

CEF:
annual call 

for proposal 
(open to all 

PCIs excl. oil)

Trans-European energy infrastructures PCI process: from project identification to funding

CEF:
annual call 

for 
proposal

Every two years

Every year

Financial Instruments by IFIs: due diligence by IFIs

CEF:
award 

decision

Evaluation of received project proposals

Art.4(1) Art.4(2) Art.3(3) Annex III.2(12) Art.3(4)

Art.3(4)
Chapter III.

Art.12

Art.14
CEF Art.17

CEF Art.17a

CEF Art.17(6)

CEF Art.15
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